REMARKS 

Claims 1- 7 are active. Claims 1-3 and 6-7 are rejected under 35 U:SC 102 as 
being anticipated by Sawchuck '230. Claims 4-5 are rejected under 35 USC 103 as being 
unpatentable over '230 in view of Shapiro '514. 

Minor amendment is made to the specification to provide a more complete 
description of the so called navel 2 of the figures. The term navel is not normally 
associated with a projection, but rather with the recessed abdominal scar tissue of a 
person, i.e., the umbilicus, or as an alternative, as to the central point or middle of 
anything or place. The Random House College Dictionary , Revised Edition, 1975, at 
page 888. Therefore the term "navel" is believed to be a translation error and not 
accurate. For this reason, the description of the projection 2 referred to as a navel in the 
specification is further described in the amendment to the specification for clarification. 
The description added is derived from the drawing. A further minor amendment is also 
made to the specification in the interest of clarity and consistency. No new matter is 
added. Entry of this amendment is respectfully requested. 

Minor amendment is made to certain of the claims in the interest of clarity and 
consistency. The specific material of the outer layer of the body in claim 1 is deleted as 
this feature as claimed is deemed not patentable in the above-noted Office Action. 

Amended claims 1-7 are submitted for the Examiner's reconsideration. 

Claim 1 - Amended claim 1 calls for: 

a navel projection located in the hollow interior space of the body 
extending from the inner layer of the body such that air can be extracted 
from or inserted into the hollow interior space of the body via a syringe 
needle passing through the body and the projection. 
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This structure is missing from the cited references including 'Sawchuck '230 and Shapiro 
'514. This claim is believed allowable. 

Claims 2 is amended to depend from claim 1 and thus includes the structure of 
claim 1. Claim 6 includes similar structure as in claim 1 and is believed allowable for 
similar reasons. 

Claim 4 - Applicant traverses the rejection of claim 4 over Sawchuck in view of 
Shapiro. This claim calls for a cylindrical body having openings on its both ends. 
Applicant has carefully reviewed Shapiro and finds no support therein for the conclusion 
that this reference discloses a device having two openings at opposite ends. The 
disclosed cuff 5 device has one end referred to as the free end 6, which end is 
described as being rounded, col. 3, lines 12-17, to facilitate insertion into the vagina. 
No opening is described at this end. 

If the rod 2 is being referred to, this rod does not correspond to the claimed 

structure calling for: 

cylindrical body has an elongated cocoon shape and is elastically 
deformed when air is filled therein, so that said cylindrical body can 
be inserted in a vagina 

It is the end portion of the rod 2 with the cuff portion that is inserted into the vagina. Col. 

3, lines 6-12, and not the rod per se. The rod is a semi rigid structure, col. 3, line 3, and 

does not correspond to the claimed elastically deformable structure. It is the disclosed 

cuff 5 that is attached to the rod that corresponds to the claimed subject matter. The 

cuff 5 does not have openings at opposite ends as claimed. 

If the cuff 5 solid interior portion 8 is being referred to, this does not form the 

claimed body. It has to have a hollow interior space and must comprise two layers, an 
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outer layer and an inner layer. Also, it must be elastically deformable. There is no 
support in this reference for the structure formed as the solid portion 8 as 
corresponding to claim 4. If the cuff 5 and the solid portion 8 together are referred as 
the claimed structure, then there is no opening at the end 6 as discussed above. If the 
Examiner persists in this rejection, he is respectfully requested to point out where in this 
reference is a disclosure of openings at both ends of the disclosed cuff device, because 
applicant can find no such disclosure. Claim 4 is believed allowable. 

Claims 2 and 3 depend from claim 1 , claim 5 depends from claim 4, and claim 7 
depends from claim 6. Claim 2 is amended to change it from an independent claim to a 
dependent claim depending from claim 1 and claim 7 is amended to depend upon claim 6 
in view of the amendment to claim 2. 

Since claims 1-7 have been shown to be in proper form for allowance, such 
action is respectfully requested. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge or credit deposit account 03 0678 for 
any under or over payments in connection with this paper. 
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